
Livingston Zoning Commission 

Agenda

Date:  September 13, 2022 

A virtual meeting of the Livingston Zoning Commission has been scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 13, 2022, from 5:30 p.m.to 7:00 p.m. This meeting will be held via Zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550369335?pwd=MUlnSzlGQ085WXYzUjd6aVNjYVB6Zz09 

Telephone: (669) 900 9128 

Meeting ID: 815 5036 9335 

Passcode: 210208 

5:30:  Approval of Minutes 

5:40:  Public Comments: 

The public is invited to make comments on any items related to Zoning in Livingston. If you 

wish to comment on scheduled Agenda items before the Commission, please wait until that item 

comes up on the agenda. Otherwise, please state your name and address and make your 

comments to the Commission. 

5:45:  Old Business: 

 Discuss sign code revisions and schedule public hearing at future meeting.

5:50:  New Business: 

6:45:  Plans and topics for next month’s meeting 

6:50:  Staff Comments 

6:55:  Zoning Commission member Comments: 

7:00:  Adjournment: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550369335?pwd=MUlnSzlGQ085WXYzUjd6aVNjYVB6Zz09


Sec. 30.50. - Signs.  

A.  Intent. The intent of this Section is to provide standards for erection, design and placement of all signs 
and sign structures. Design standards are established to achieve the proper relationship of signs to 
their environment, enhance the outward appearance of the community as a whole, secure pedestrian 
and vehicular safety, preserve the historic aspects of the City of Livingston and promote the 
conservation of energy by regulating lighted signs.  

B.  Definitions.  

1. 1.  "Actual business premises" means the owned or leased real property from which the primary 
business is actively transacted. 

1.2.  "Animated sign" means a sign with action or motion, flashing or intermittent lights and/or color 
changes requiring electrical energy, electronic or manufactured sources of activation, but not 
including wind-activated elements such as flags and banners.  

3. 2.  "Awning signs" means a sign which is an integral part of a window awning assembly, to include 
the printing or painting of words onto awning material.  

4. “Backlit” means a method of sign illumination that consists of lighting placed behind translucent or 
semi-transparent sign elements allowing light to project through the front of the sign element. 

2.5.  “Banner Sign” means a sign made of lightweight fabric, plastic, vinyl, or similar material with no 
enclosing framework that is mounted to a building or other structure at one (1) or more edges. 

6. 3.  "Billboard signs" means any standard outdoor advertising sign larger than two hundred (200) 
square feet in area which is designed to advertise products, services or businesses not located on 
the premises on which the sign is located.  

3.7.  “Door Sign” means a sign placed inside or upon the door and is visible from the exterior of the 
building. Door signs may only contain the names, logos, contact information, and hours of the 
businesses or tenants located within the building. 

8. .  "Free standing signs" means a sign which is supported by one (1) or more columns, uprights, 
or braces and is permanently fixed in the ground.  

9. “Halo Lit” means a method of sign illumination that consists of lighting attached to the back of 
opaque sign elements with light projected behind and parallel to the sign elements. Halo lighting 
shall not allow any light to be projected beyond the horizontal plane of the rear of the sign element.  

10. "Marquee sign" means a specific type of reader board but restricted to use by active movie theaters. 

4.11.  "Menu board" means a sign specifically designed to advise customers of the menu of 
food available in the establishment by which the menu board is owned 

12. 5.  "Monument sign" means a sign, single- or double-sided mounted, flush with the surface of the 
grade upon which sets the business, industry, or other commercial enterprise which the sign 
advertises. A monument sign must be landscaped with grass, shrubs or other plants or other 
landscape material in an area not less than three (3) feet surrounding such sign in all directions. 

13. “Neon Sign” means electric signs lighted by luminous gas-discharge tubes that contain rarefied 
neon or other gases. Signs utilizing light-emitting diodes (LEDs) to mimic the appearance of neon 
signs shall be considered neon signs. 

14.  "Off-premises sign" means a sign located on property other than the actual business premises.  

15.  "Portable sign" means any sign designed to be easily moved or transported whether by carrying, 
by mounted wheels, by trailer or otherwise. 

5.16.  "Projecting sign" means a sign installed on the facade of a building or underside of an 
awning which is attached to such building in a perpendicular manner or at an angle to the building 
wall.   



17. 6.  "Reader board" means a sign designed to allow the letters on the sign to be altered, removed 
and added. 

6.18.  "Revolving sign" means a sign which revolves three hundred sixty (360) degrees.  

7.  "Menu board" means a sign specifically designed to advise customers of the menu of food 
available in the establishment by which the menu board is owned.  

8.  "Reader board" means a sign designed to allow the letters on the sign to be altered, removed 
and added.  

9.  "Marquee sign" means a specific type of reader board but restricted to use by active movie 
theaters.  

10.  "Temporary sign" means a sign made of paper, or some other limited life-span material 
advertising a short-term event, like a sale. Temporary signs are not subject to inclusion in a 
business' sign square footage measurement. Temporary signs shall be removed within twenty-four 
(24) hours after the completion of the advertised event.  

11.  "Projecting sign" means a sign installed on the facade of a building which is attached to such 
building in a perpendicular manner or at an angle to the building wall.  

7.19. 12.  "Sandwich boardSidewalk sign" means a movable sign painted on both of the outside 
of two (2) boards fastened together at the top with a hinge-like device, designed to be placed on 
the sidewalk area in front of an establishment.  

8.20. 13.  "Sign" means any device designed to inform or attract the attention of persons not 
on the premises on which the sign is located, including, but not limited to, signs described in 
subsections (B)(1) through (B)(1225) of this Section. For the purpose of determining number of 
signs, a sign will be considered to be a single display device with not more than two (2) display 
surfaces (back-to-back) or display device containing elements organized, related and composed to 
form a unit. For measurement purposes, the square footage of a sign which employs back-to-back 
display surfaces will only be considered as the square footage of one (1) side of that sign. Where 
matter is displayed in a random manner without organized relationship of elements, or where there 
is reasonable doubt about the relationship of elements, each element will be considered a separate 
sign.  

21. 14.  ”Sign area” means the entire area within any type of perimeter or border which may enclose 
the outer limits of any writing, representation, emblem, figure or character. The area of the sign 
having no such perimeter or border shall be computed by enclosing the entire area with 
parallelograms, triangles or circles of the smallest size sufficient to cover the entire area of the sign 
and computing the area of these parallelograms, triangles or circles. The area computed shall be 
the maximum portion or portions which may be viewed from any one direction.Square Footage. 
The square footage of a sign shall be measured as the product of the total linear foot measurement 
multiplied by the total height measurement. The linear measurement shall be attained by measuring 
from the leftmost edge of the sign, continually measured to the rightmost edge of the sign. Any 
mounting material shall be part of the measurement.  

9.22.  "Temporary sign" means a sign made of paper, or some other limited life-span material 
advertising a short-term event, like a sale. Temporary signs are not subject to inclusion in a 
business' sign square footage measurement. Temporary signs shall be removed within twenty-four 
(24) hours after the completion of the advertised event. 

15.  "Actual business premises" means the owned or leased real property from which the primary 
business is actively transacted.  

16.  "Off-premises sign" means a sign located on property other than the actual business premises.  

17.  "Banner signs" means a strip of cloth, plastic or other material displaying advertising or other 
information.  

18.  "Portable sign" means any sign designed to be easily moved or transported whether by 
carrying, by mounted wheels, by trailer or otherwise.  



23. 19.  "Voluntary modification" means any modification to an existing sign which reflects a 
conscious business or personal decision. This may include a change in corporate color scheme, 
change of logo, or any other change which would require the replacement of existing sign faces. It 
does not include the replacement or repair of sign faces with new, identical faces as part of normal 
maintenance or due to damage by wind, fire or other hazard.  

24. “Wall Sign” means a sign attached to or erected against the wall of a building with the face in a 
parallel plane to the place of the building wall, including a sign attached to a parapet wall that may 
be constructed specifically for the purpose of attaching a sign. 

10.25. “Window Sign” means a sign that is placed inside a window or upon the window panes or 
glass and is visible from the exterior of the window. 

C.  General.  

1.  Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted as prohibiting or excluding such signs as are required 
by law. This includes legal notices and advertisements prescribed by law or posted by any lawful 
officer or agent.  

2.  Any sign which is readily visible from the public right-of-way in an exterior window of a building, 
whether on the external or internal side of the window, shall be regulated by the provisions of this 
Section. Temporary sale signs are excluded, however, no single temporary sign shall exceed six 
(6) square feet in size, and the total of all such temporary signs shall not exceed fifty (50) percent 
of the transparency of the window in which they are visible.  

3.  All signs as permitted by this Section shall be maintained by the owner and kept in good repair 
and shall be painted and repaired at reasonable intervals. The surface of the ground under and 
about any sign shall be kept clear of weeds, rubbish and flammable waste material.  

4.  All signs shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the Uniform Sign Code.  

5.  A permit must be obtained from the Building Official Zoning Coordinator and Building Official (if 
required) by the person who is erecting the sign prior to the construction of any sign, except for 
those signs listed in subsection E of this Section.  

6.  Signs not in use by reason of change of occupancy or use by vacation of the building shall be 
removed within thirty (30) days of such change by the owner of the sign, or the owner of the 
property. The City has the option of removing such sign at the end of the thirty (30) day period 
after giving fifteen (15) days' written notice by certified mail to the owner, and upon such removal, 
the full charges of removal shall constitute a mechanic's lien against the real property enforceable 
pursuant to State law.  

7.  All existing signs that have been constructed pursuant to City sign permits and variances through 
the official date of the ordinance codified in this Section (Ord. 1749 effective date, October 20, 
1993) shall be grandfathered and do not have to conform as to the height, size or prohibited signs 
subsections of this Section. Other provisions of this Section shall apply to existing signs. 
Grandfathered signs which are voluntarily modified must meet all requirements of this Section. 
Signs which have previously been granted variances may continue to exist within the parameters 
of those variances.  

8.  The Building Official shall be responsible for the enforcement of this sign ordinance.  

9.  All buildings with more than one (1) business occupant must submit to the Board of 
AdjustmentZoning Coordinator a master signage plan which identifies the number and location of 
all potential signs on the property before any sign permits may be issued. For properties located 
in the Downtown Historic District, this master plan will be submitted to the Historic Preservation 
Commission. Any deviation from an approved master plan must be approved by the appropriate 
body prior to permit issuance.  

10.  Pre-existing multi-occupant buildings will not be issued any new sign permits until a master plan 
is approved by the appropriate body.  



11.  Any sign variance issued to multi-occupant property shall constitute an amendment to that 
property's signage master plan.  

12.  All signs located in the Historic Preservation District must comply with the requirements of 
Chapter 31 of the City Ordinances-the Historic District Overlay Zoning.  

D.  Prohibited Signs.  

1.  No animated signs shall be erected in any zoning district, except time and temperature signs 
which may be erected in the Central Business District only and existing lighted signs in the 
Downtown Historic Preservation District which flash, chase, move, revolve, rotate, blink, flicker or 
vary in intensity or color; however, such lights must be turned off when the business is closed.  

2.  No revolving sign may be permitted in any district.  

3.  No billboard sign shall be erected in any zoning district.  

4.  In the Central Business District Zoning Districte, no backlit signs are allowed.  

5.  Visibility at Corners, Alleys and Driveway Approaches. On the street side of all lots where an alley 
or driveway enters the street right-of-way, and on all corner lots, a triangular clear vision zone 
shall be maintained. The zone shall measure ten (10) feet into the lot, as measured from the edge 
of the sidewalk nearest the property line, and twenty (20) feet parallel to the street measured from 
the edge of any alley, driveway or street corner along the edge of the sidewalk nearest the 
property line. No structure of any kind over three (3) feet in height shall be erected or maintained 
within the above defined clear vision zone. If no sidewalk exists, the point of reference for all 
measurements shall be determined by the Building Official.  

6.  Notwithstanding any other provisions contained in this Section, no free standing sign shall be 
erected or maintained upon any spire, chimney, cupola, water tank, water tower, radio aerial or 
television antenna.  

7.  No sign shall be erected on any property without the express permission of the occupant, owner, 
lessee or any authorized agent thereof.  

8.  No sign shall be erected in such a manner that a portion of the sign or their supports are attached 
to or will interfere with the free use of any fire escape, exit, or standpipe, or obstruct any required 
stairway, door, ventilator or window.  

9.  No sign shall be attached to any tree.  

10.  Menu boards are not permitted on any property other than that occupied by a restaurant-type 
business.  

11.  No portable and/or trailer-mounted signs shall be allowed.  

12.  No sign not in conformance with this Code shall be allowed.  

E.  Signs Permitted in All Districts Without a Permit. The following signs are permitted in all zoning districts 
and will not require a permit:  

1.  Signs advertising the sale, lease or rental of the premises upon which the sign is located, which 
do not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area, except in all residential districts where the area of 
the sign shall not be more than six (6) square feet. Only two (2) such signs shall be allowed on 
any one (1) property;  

2.  Signs bearing only property numbers, post box numbers, names of occupants of premises or 
other identification of premises not having commercial promotion;  

3.  Flags and insignia of the government except when displayed in connection with commercial 
promotion;  

4.  Legal notices: identification, information or directional signs erected or required by governmental 
bodies;  



5.  Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, except letters, trademarks, moving parts 
or moving lights;  

6.  Signs directing and guiding traffic and parking on private property, but bearing no advertising 
matter;  

7.  Detached bulletin boards, for churches, schools, or other public, religious or educational 
institutions provided such sign is no greater than 15 square feet and located not less thaen ten 
(10) feet from the established right-of-way line of any street or highway and does not obstruct 
traffic visibility at street or highway intersections;  

8.  Construction information signs, providing the signs are removed immediately following final 
completion of construction;  

9.  Nonilluminated home occupation signs on any residence which is the site of a home occupation 
in accordance with Section 30.55. Such signs shall not exceed two (2) square feet;  

10.  Signs advertising a candidate for political office. Such signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square 
feet and shall be removed within seven (7) days after any election;  

11.  Signs advertising yard/garage sales, and the like. Such signs shall not exceed two (2) square 
feet and must be removed by the owner within forty-eight (48) hours of the completion of the sale.  

F.  Signs in a Residential District. Within a residential district only, the following signs shall be permitted:  

1.  Signs listed in subsection E of this Section which do not require a permit; and  

2.  Signs advertising a permitted or existing commercial use within a residential district. Such signs 
require a permit from the Building Official, and shall be permitted only under the following 
conditions:  

a.  Only one (1) on-premises sign will be allowed for each business.  

b.  The maximum allowable size for each sign shall be twelve (12) square feet.  

c.  Illuminated signs shall be illuminated only as long as the advertised business is open.  

d.  No sign shall be erected or placed closer than five (5) feet to the lot line adjacent to the street.  

G.  Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts Requiring a Permit.  

1.  Setback. Free standing and monument signs shall be located a minimum of five (5) feet inside all 
private property lines.  

2.  Lighting.  

a. All lighting shall comply with the requirements of Ordinance No. 1967Chapter 18 “Night 
Sky Protection Act” of the City of Livingston Code of Ordinances. commonly referred to as 
the Night Sky Protection Ordinance. In no event may an illuminated sign or lighting device 
be placed or directed so the beams constitute a traffic hazard or nuisance. All wiring, fitting 
and material used in construction, connection and operation of electrically illuminated signs 
shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Uniform Electric Code.  

a.b. In the Central Business District, backlit and uplit signs are prohibited. Lighting, including 
but not limited to: halo lit, downlit, and neon signs is allowed. Neon signs in the style of 
historic downtown signs are highly encouraged in the Central Business District.  

3.  Number of Signs.  

a. In Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts, other than the Central Business District, each 
use is limited to two (2) wall signsa total of three (3) wall, roof-mounted, and/or window signs, 
one (1) projecting sign or awning sign, and one (1) door sign. In addition, one (1) monument 
sign or one (1) free standing sign is permitted for each building, regardless of the number of 
businesses or industrial uses conducted in any one (1) building. Additionally, movie theaters 
are allowed one (1) marquee sign. 



a.b. In the Central Business District Zoning District, each use is limited to two (2) wall signs, one 
(1) projecting sign, one (1) awning sign, and one (1) sidewalk sign. Each use is allowed 
window and door signs, and there shall be no maximum number of window or door signs. 
Additionally, movie theaters are allowed one (1) marquee sign. Free standing and monument 
signs are not permitted in the Central Business District.  

4.  Height.  

a.  No monument sign shall exceed five (5) feet in height.  

b.  No free standing sign shall exceed thirty (30) feet in height.  

5.  Permitted Surface AreaSpecific Sign Type Standards.  

a.  Wall, Window, and Door Signs.  

i. In Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts, other than the Central Business District, 
tThe total surface area of all wall signs and window signs is limited to one hundred (100) 
square feet in the Central Business District and otherwise to two (2) square feet of sign 
for each linearl foot of frontage width of the business, provided that the maximum total 
surface area for all wall signs does not exceed three hundred (300) square feet. Door 
signs are not limited in square footage and shall not count towards to the total square 
footage of wall and window signs, but shall only contain the logo, names, contact 
information, and hours of the businesses or tenants located within the building. 

ii. In the Central Business District:  

• the total surface area of wall signs on the front street side and/or side street side 
of a building is limited to two (2) square feet of sign for each linear foot of building 
frontage not to exceed 100 square feet per street side.  

• Buildings with exposed side walls not fronting a street are allowed wall signs of 
up to 250 square feet. Non-street side wall signs must be painted directly onto 
the façade of the building and cannot be lit. 

• Window signs are limited to 30% of the total window area of the building 
regardless of the number of uses.  

• Door signs are not limited in square footage and shall not count towards to the 
total square footage of wall and window signs, but shall only contain the logo, 
names, contact information, and hours of the businesses or tenants located 
within the building. 

b.  Monument Signs. Monument signs shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in total 
surface area. No monument sign shall exceed five (5) feet in height. 

c.  Free Standing Signs. Free standing signs shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square 
feet in total surface area. No free standing sign shall exceed thirty (30) feet in height.  

 6.  d. Roof-Mounted Signs. Any sign located on the roof of a building shall not exceed twenty-four 
(24) inches in height and shall not exceed the top of the roof line. The square footage of roof-
mounted signs shall be counted as a portion of the limitation on wall-mounted signs, i.e., the 
total surface area of wall-mounted signs added to any roof-mounted signs may not exceed 
three hundred (300) square feet maximum, or less if the linear front footage of the building is 
less than one hundred fifty (150) feet.  

e. Sidewalk Signs.  

i. Sidewalk signs shall be no greater than forty (40) inches in height measured vertically 
from the surface grade, and no greater than thirty (30) inches in width measured at the 
widest point of the sign. No element of the sidewalk sign may protrude more than 4 inches 
from the main post or supports of the sign. 



ii. Sidewalk signs shall not be located at street intersections or placed in any manner to 
obstruct access to crosswalks, crosswalk ramps, and crossing push buttons.  

iii. Sidewalk signs must be placed on the sidewalk directly adjacent to the uses they are 
advertising and must be brought inside when the advertised business is closed. 

iv.  Sidewalk signs must be weighted or tethered in such a manner that they are prevented 
from moving due to wind. 

v. On sidewalks ten (10) feet and greater in width, sidewalk sign may be placed on the 
sidewalk with the furthest point of the sign no greater than thirty-six (36) inches from the 
curb or thirty-six (36) inches from the property line. At no point shall the sidewalk sign, 
combined with other sidewalk elements create an unobstructed sidewalk surface width 
of less than six (6) feet. 

vi. On sidewalks less than ten (10) feet in width, sidewalk signs may be placed on the 
sidewalk with the furthest point of the sign no greater than thirty-six (36) inches from the 
curb. At no point shall the sidewalk sign, combined with other sidewalk elements create 
an unobstructed sidewalk surface width of less than four (4) feet. If the sidewalk is not 
able to accommodate a sidewalk sign while maintaining a four-foot unobstructed surface, 
sidewalk signs are not allowed in that location. 

vii. On sidewalks with a boulevard, sidewalk signs shall be placed entirely in the boulevard. 

f. Projecting Signs.  

i. The lowest point of any projecting sign, regardless of location, shall be at least eight (8) 
feet above grade. 

ii. In Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts, projecting signs shall not exceed twenty 
(20) square feet in total.  

iii. In the Downtown Historic District, new projecting signs shall not exceed twenty (20) 
square feet in total or be determined to be consistent with existing historic signs within 
the district by the Historic Preservation Commission. 

g. Awning Signs. Awning signs may include signage printed directly on the awning or hung or 
attached to the awning structure. Total square footage of awning signage shall not exceed 
fifteen (15) square feet. 

h. Banner Signs. Temporary banner-type signs shall be allowed for a period of no more than 
sixty (60) days, limited to no more than seventy-five (75) square feet, and used by any 
business or entity no more than once per year.  

7.  Off-Premises Signs. A business may have up to four (4) off-premises signs; however, the 
total square footage of these off-premises signs may not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square 
feet. No other off-premises signs shall be allowed. Excepted from this provision are:  

a.  Garage sale or hobby show signs no greater than two (2) square feet in area on the 
date only of the activity;  

a. b.  Auction and special eventTemporary signs no greater than nine (9) square feet 
in area for no longer than three (3) days (seventy-two (72) hours);  

b. c.  Directional signs for public facilities and museums;  

c. d.  Temporary Bbanner signs for public performances not exceeding one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet to be posted for no more than twenty (20) days.  

i.  No signs in the public right-of-way or in any required right-of-way shall be allowed except 
for governmental traffic control signs (unless a business premises is on the railroad 
right-of-way). Properly permitted sandwich board signs not to exceed six (6) square feet 
per side are excepted from this provision provided that they shall be limited to one (1) 
per twenty-five (25) feet of building frontage and may only be located in front of the 



business being advertised. The City Commission, upon request from a property owner 
in front of whose property a sign is to be located, may, where deemed in the public 
interest, allow a sandwich board sign to be placed other than in front of the business 
being advertised.  

8.  Banner Signs. Temporary banner-type signs shall be allowed for a period of no more than sixty 
(60) days, limited to no more than seventy-five (75) square feet, and used by any business or 
entity no more than once per year.  

H.  Variance Parameters for Signs. Variances may be granted only if there is undue hardship from the 
application of these sign regulations due to the particular location and site characteristics of the 
applicant that are different from those cited generally.  

I.  Damaged Signs. Any existing sign not in conformity with this Section that is damaged in either surface 
area of the sign or in the structure by more than fifty (50) percent shall be removed and any new sign 
shall meet all requirements of this Section.  

J.  Complaint and Notice of Violation Procedure. The City Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a notice 
of violation in person to the offending property owner, business owner or agent, as the case may be, 
specifying the violation and steps necessary for correction. If the violation is not brought into 
compliance within fifteen (15) working days from the personal delivery of the notice of violation, the 
City shall file a civil complaint against the offending person. Failure to provide the written notice 
identified herein shall not preclude the filing of a complaint in City Court.  

K.  Violation and Civil Penalty. It shall be a civil infraction for any person to violate any provision of this 
Section. Any violation of any provision of this Section is a civil infraction punishable by a civil fine not 
to exceed Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00).  

(Ord. 1738, 3/2/93; Ord. 1749, 9/20/93; Ord. 1819, 10/16/95; Ord. 1820, 10/16/95; Ord. 1860, 

6/16/97; Ord. 1873, 5/18/98; Ord. 1883, 2/1/99; Ord. 1975, 9/5/06)  


