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With the yearly snowpack totals averaging over 150% in a record snowfall year, and with the recent records of spring rain storms, local officials are asking the public to educate themselves about the impacts of high water.  
What can citizens do to prepare for an emergency?

IN PREPARATION:

-Prepare an emergency kit:

· Flashlight with batteries

· Non-perishable foods

· Bottled water

· First aid kit

· Sleeping Bag

-Determine who will be responsible for important papers, clothing, food, family pets, etc.

-Once you formulate your plan, REHEARSE IT!

-Develop a communications plan.

DURING A HIGH WATER EMERGENCY:

-Never attempt to drive through high water.  Two feet of water can carry away most cars.

-Road beds may be washed out under flood waters.  Never drive through flooded roadways.

-Organize your neighbors and friends to assist with filling and placing of sandbags, cooperate with Police, Public Works and Emergency Personnel.

-Volunteer your time and energy to assist in efforts to protect town facilities and private property.

-Keep children and pets away from fast moving streams and high water.  Even six inches of water flowing quickly can knock you off your feet.
-Don’t allow children to play near storm drains or ditches.  Hidden dangers could lie beneath the water.

If your basement is flooded, contact the electrical company to turn off the electrical power to the house.

-If you have natural gas or propane fired appliances, contact the gas company to turn off the supply to the house at the meter or at the tank.

-Stay away from ground level transformers that are inundated by flood waters.

-Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers.

IF YOU MUST GO TO THE RIVER:

-Tell someone where you are going, when you expect to return, and where to call if you don’t.

-ALWAYS wear a Cost Guard approved , Personal Flotation Device.

-Know your limits in the river.  Know when and how to swim for an eddy.

-Remote rivers through isolated wilderness should be approached with caution, since aid is difficult or impossible to obtain in case of an accident.

-Do not attempt to cross water that is above your knees

-Do not drive over flooded roads or bridges

-Even 6 inches of fast-moving flood water can knock you off your feet,  and a depth of two feet will float your car.
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